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The Gold Calf
Demonstration of remote control toy
Ask: What is needed for the car to work? (Batteries, controller, human etc)
Say: Without the batteries nothing will happen, but what happens when the batteries go flat?
Say: Without the batteries being recharged regularly, they will not work.

Say: Having batteries, and keeping them charged is very important for the car – today we are going to find out what happened when the Israelites forgot the most important thing in their lives.
Bible Story
Say/Ask: A battery is the most important thing in the car – what should have been the most important thing (or person) for the Israelites? (God)

Say: Just like batteries need to be charged, so our relationship with God needs to be charged regularly too – we do this when we spend time with God.
Sing Songs
Return to tables


Memory Verse: Fill in the blanks and then say the memory verse on the colouring page.
Say: This term we have started a new craft.  We are going to learn about the special Church that God told the Israelites to make.  It was called the Sanctuary or Tabernacle.  Each week we will learn something new about it and add some more pages to the book we will make about it.
Say: God wanted his special Church to teach the people about God.  The church was to be right in the very centre or middle of the camp so that the people could always see it and to remind them that God should be the most important thing in their lives.  God provided the plans for the Church – every little detail was designed to teach something.
(Week 1: Title page + timeline page.  Draw yourself in the empty box, and draw arrows to the timeline showing where each picture happened.)
(Week 2: Ten Commandments pages:  Stick on commandments, heart, soul (body), mind and strength.)
Craft: 
· Add the 2 Pages to the back of the book.
· On the "The Plan" page: stick the items of furniture in the appropriate spot

· Older Children: Using the dotted lines as a guide, draw the walls of the sanctuary, the pillars and curtains.

· On the second page: draw tents all around the Sanctuary
Discuss the following depending on age, interest and time: 

Did the people remember or forget God when Moses was up on the mountain?
What happened when the people forgot God?

Which commandments did they break? (1, 2)

Do you sometimes forget the rules?

What happens when you forget the rules?

God forgave the people when they were sorry, why do you think they were still punished even though they were forgiven? (Moses destroyed the idol and put it in the water and made the people drink it?

How do you think the people felt drinking what they had said was a god?
Do you learn better by hearing, seeing or doing?  (The people wanted something they could see, so God gave them the Sanctuary to help them learn)
Say: The people broke God's commandments because they forgot about God.  When we forget about God we will stuff up to.  But God forgave the people, and He will always forgive us when we ask Him too.  And if we ask Him, He will help us to do better next time.
Finish with Prayer: Ask God to help us to always remember that He should be the most important thing in our life.
